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speaking such things as a gentleman would not speak at
all, and some things which he would not hear.

4. Oa the other hand, the rustic is useless in such meet-
ings : for contributing nothing himself , he is dissatisfied with
all. But relaxation and jesting appear to he necessary in
life. The three last mentioned means therefore are media in
common life 3 and they are all engaged with a communica-
tion of certain words and actions,, but they differ, because
one is conversant with truth, the others with wha^ is plea-
sant. And of those conversant with pleasure, the one is en-
gaged witls jests, the other in the intercourses of the rest of
life.

CHAR IX.

Tliat shame is no virtue > as was generally maintained, nor
a mean.

1.  WE ought not to treat of shame, as of a virtue, for it is
more similar to a passion than a habit.    It is defined how-
ever to be a certain dread of disgrace ; and its effect is nearly
the same as the fear> which is engaged with dangers: for
those who are ashamed blush 5   but those who dread death
are pale.    Both consequently appear to be in a manner
bodily ; which appears to be rather characteristic of a passion
than a habit.

2.  But this passion is not adapted to every age, but to
youth;  for we consider it just, that persons of that age
should be bashful, because living tinder the influence of
passion they err in many things, but are checked by shaiqe*
And we praise the bashful among young men ; but no man
would praise an old man, because he is bashful; for we sup-
pose that it is not right he should do any tiling upon which
shame would be consequent 5 for neither is shame the cha-
racteristic of a good man, if indeed it arises from the com-